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Chinese-English Paraphrase of Lao Tzu
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[ Paraphrase]

Tao is also called Supreme Ultimate. No matter from what angle you
look at it, you will find out that it is more than abstract. It cannot be
talked about accurately, and in detail in language, because it is a gush of
chaotic, auspicious and peaceful atmosphere in ancient cosmology that
nobody knows was born at what time. It is the natural law that will al-
ways pursue balance and that will never change. It is a huge space that
appears absolutely spacious, all-inclusive and unimaginable. It is the
mother that gives birth to Heaven and Earth and all created things. Al-
though it is formless and shapeless, it is a matchlessly great dynamic
force. Although it is always silent and speechless, it can permeate and
penetrate all created things. It can represent the general direction in
which all created things must go forward, grow up and develop. It can
be used to rectify man’s mind so as to make him utterly enlightened
and become an eternal existence. And lastly, it is an only bright way
that enables the world and every country to realize and maintain long-
lasting peace and stability.

Every sentient, big or small, of form or formless, is a small Supreme
Ultimate living in this Greatest Supreme Ultimate. So on and so forth.
Even if you exhaust language to describe Tao, you will not be able to
exhaust all of its characteristics including those of its body, appearance,
function and operation, etc. Therefore, in essence, if Tao can be used as
a topic for discussion and description, then it is no longer the constant
Tao. Similarly, its name cannot be named in language because it re-
presents all those innumerable different concepts that coexist but of
totally different characters. If its name can be named in language, then
its name is no longer the constant name.

When Heaven and Earth were about to take their respective forms,
Tao had no name of its own; and Tao did not have the name of its own
until Heaven and Earth had taken their respective forms and when it
gave birth to all created things together with Heaven and Earth. There-
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fore, only when people eternally remain quiet and indifferent to fame
and benefit and have no desire to pursue anything can they get to real-
ize all the mysteries of which Tao is born; only when people eternally
keep studying with stamina and diligence and are eager to pursue their
profound learning can they get to realize that Tao is actually exceeding-
ly colossal and boundless. These two sides of Tao are of the same origin
but they have two different names; the two sides can be said to be simi-
larly mysterious, and as mysterious as mysterious can be; it is the origin
and portal depending on which all sorts of mysteries of Heaven and
Earth and all created things are born.
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