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Abstract 
The increasing complexity of financial statements, which encompass both struc-
tured numerical data and unstructured textual narratives, presents significant 
challenges for traditional analytic approaches. This study proposes a multimodal 
deep learning framework that integrates Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) 
networks and FinBERT, a domain-specific transformer model pre-trained on 
financial text, to enable automated analysis and interpretation of financial state-
ments. The architecture is designed to capture temporal dependencies in fi-
nancial metrics through LSTM while extracting semantic meaning from tex-
tual disclosures using FinBERT. By fusing both data modalities at a represen-
tation level, the model enhances predictive accuracy and interpretability in 
tasks such as financial health classification, anomaly detection, and risk signal 
extraction. Empirical evaluations using publicly available corporate financial 
reports demonstrate that the proposed approach outperforms single-modality 
baselines, offering a robust and scalable solution for automated financial state-
ment analysis. The results underscore the potential of combining sequential 
modeling with contextual language understanding to advance decision-mak-
ing in financial analytics. 
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1. Introduction 

In recent years, the complexity and volume of financial information have grown 
exponentially, challenging traditional methods of financial statement analysis and 
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interpretation. Financial statements, including balance sheets, income statements, 
and cash flow reports, serve as critical tools for investors, regulators, and corpo-
rate managers to assess organizational performance, financial health, and risk ex-
posure [1]. However, manual analysis of these documents is labor-intensive, prone 
to human bias, and increasingly inadequate to process the vast amounts of both 
structured numerical data and unstructured textual disclosures found in modern 
corporate filings [2]. This evolving landscape demands innovative, automated ap-
proaches that can reliably extract meaningful insights from complex financial doc-
uments with minimal human intervention. 

Deep learning, a subset of machine learning based on artificial neural networks 
with multiple layers, has demonstrated remarkable capabilities in diverse domains 
such as natural language processing (NLP), image recognition, and time series 
forecasting [3]. These techniques offer a promising avenue to revolutionize financial 
statement analysis by capturing intricate patterns and relationships within heteroge-
neous financial data. Specifically, advances in sequence modeling (e.g., Long Short-
Term Memory networks) and transformer-based language models (e.g., BERT) have 
enabled a more accurate and nuanced understanding of both quantitative time-se-
ries data and qualitative textual information [4]. Leveraging such multimodal archi-
tectures that integrate both numerical and textual data could greatly enhance the 
automation, accuracy, and interpretability of financial statement analysis. 

Financial disclosures often contain critical qualitative information, such as man-
agement discussion and analysis (MD&A), notes on accounting policies, and risk 
factors that complement quantitative data but are challenging to analyze using 
conventional statistical techniques [5]. Transformer-based models like FinBERT, 
pre-trained specifically on financial text corpora, have demonstrated superior per-
formance in extracting sentiment, detecting anomalies, and interpreting domain-
specific language nuances [6]. When combined with sequence models that effec-
tively handle temporal dependencies in numerical financial data, this multimodal 
approach has the potential to transform financial analytics by providing a holistic, 
data-driven understanding of a company’s financial condition. 

Despite growing interest, the application of deep learning for automated finan-
cial statement analysis remains nascent, with several challenges to overcome. These 
include the heterogeneity of data types, the need for interpretability in financial 
decision-making, and the scarcity of large, labeled datasets for supervised learning 
[6]. Moreover, ensuring robustness against noise, bias, and evolving accounting 
standards is critical for practical adoption [7]. Addressing these issues requires 
innovative architectures, such as the fusion of LSTM networks and FinBERT, to 
jointly model temporal and semantic information in a unified framework. 

The primary objective of this study is to develop and evaluate a multimodal deep 
learning framework that integrates LSTM networks for numerical financial data 
and FinBERT for textual disclosures, enabling automated, accurate, and interpret-
able analysis of financial statements. The study aims to demonstrate that combin-
ing these complementary modalities can improve tasks such as financial health 
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classification, risk signal detection, and anomaly identification compared to tra-
ditional single-modality approaches. Through empirical evaluation on publicly avail-
able datasets, this research seeks to contribute to both the academic literature and 
practical methodologies in financial analytics by providing a scalable solution for 
comprehensive financial statement interpretation. 

This study is organized as follows: Section 2 presents a comprehensive review 
of the existing literature on deep learning applications in financial analytics, with 
particular emphasis on multimodal learning and financial text mining. Section 3 
introduces the theoretical framework underpinning the study, explaining the con-
ceptual foundations of the proposed multimodal approach and outlining the ar-
chitectures of the LSTM and FinBERT models. Section 4 describes the research 
methodology, including data collection procedures, preprocessing techniques, 
model design, training strategies, and performance evaluation methods. Section 5 
provides a detailed overview of the data used in the study, discussing its sources, 
structure, and key characteristics relevant to the analysis. Section 6 presents the 
numerical analysis, including experimental results and comparative performance 
assessments against benchmark models. Section 7 offers a detailed discussion of 
the findings, interpreting the results in relation to prior research and practical ap-
plications in financial analytics. Section 8 explores the theoretical and practical 
implications of the study, highlighting its relevance for financial decision-making, 
automation, and predictive modeling. Section 9 addresses the limitations of the 
current research and proposes directions for future work to enhance the robust-
ness and scalability of the proposed approach. Finally, Section 10 concludes the 
paper by summarizing the main contributions, reaffirming the significance of 
deep learning in financial statement analysis, and outlining potential pathways for 
continued exploration in this domain. 

2. Literature Review 

The financial statement analysis domain has witnessed remarkable transformations 
with the increasing application of deep learning techniques, reflecting a broader 
shift toward automating complex financial tasks that traditionally depended on 
manual effort and domain expertise [5]. Financial statements comprising income 
statements, balance sheets, and cash flow statements serve as critical instruments 
for investors, auditors, regulators, and company management to evaluate organi-
zational performance and financial health [1]. The automation of analyzing and 
interpreting these financial reports has become imperative given the rapid growth 
of financial data volume and complexity, coupled with increasing regulatory scru-
tiny [8]. 

Deep learning, as a subset of machine learning, provides powerful architectures 
capable of capturing non-linear patterns and hierarchical representations from 
large-scale financial data, surpassing traditional statistical models in both accuracy 
and adaptability [9]. Models such as Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), Re-
current Neural Networks (RNNs), including Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) 
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networks and Gated Recurrent Units (GRUs), and Transformer-based architec-
tures have all been explored extensively for financial statement analysis [10]. These 
methods enable automated extraction of meaningful features from raw financial 
text and numerical data, facilitating tasks such as anomaly detection, fraud iden-
tification, credit risk evaluation, and earnings forecasting [11]. 

Significant strides have been made in applying Natural Language Processing 
(NLP) integrated with deep learning to extract insights from unstructured finan-
cial disclosures and notes, which complement structured numerical data in finan-
cial statements [5]. For example, [12] proposed a hybrid deep learning framework 
combining CNN and attention mechanisms to automatically interpret earnings 
call transcripts and financial notes, thereby improving the prediction of stock 
price movements and firm valuation. Similarly, the use of BERT-based embeddings 
with LSTM classifiers identifies risk factors embedded in textual financial state-
ments, revealing the potential for enhanced early warning systems in financial risk 
management [13]. 

Moreover, research has demonstrated that deep learning methods outperform 
classical machine learning algorithms, such as Support Vector Machines (SVM) 
and Random Forests, in capturing temporal dependencies and complex feature 
interactions inherent in financial data [14]. Multi-layered architectures facilitate 
learning from both short-term fluctuations and long-term trends, which is essen-
tial for robust interpretation of financial health and performance [15]. Beyond 
predictive tasks, explainability remains a challenge, yet recent studies have started 
integrating explainable AI (XAI) frameworks with deep learning to improve in-
terpretability for financial analysts and regulatory compliance [16]. 

Despite these advances, several limitations persist. Financial statements often 
contain noisy, incomplete, or biased data, and models must be rigorously validated 
across diverse industries and economic cycles to ensure generalizability [17]. Ad-
ditionally, the integration of multimodal data combining numerical, textual, and 
sometimes visual financial information remains an emerging research frontier [18]. 
Effective fusion of these heterogeneous data sources could provide a more com-
prehensive automated analysis system capable of nuanced financial interpreta-
tion. 

To contextualize the existing contributions and identify research gaps, Table 1 
summarizes major studies focusing on deep learning applications in financial 
statement analysis, highlighting their methodologies, targeted tasks, datasets, and 
findings. 

The above synthesis underscores the growing consensus on the transformative 
potential of deep learning in automating financial statement analysis and inter-
pretation. However, the need remains for developing scalable, interpretable, and 
domain-adapted models that can seamlessly integrate multimodal financial data. 
This research aims to bridge these gaps by proposing an advanced deep learning 
framework tailored for comprehensive automated financial statement analysis, 
validated through empirical experiments on diverse financial datasets. 
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Table 1. Contributions of previous studies in many contexts. 

Study 
Deep Learning 
Technique(s) 

Financial Task Dataset Key Findings 

Anyiam 
(2025) 

CNN + Attention 
Mechanism 

Earnings call and 
financial notes 

S&P 500 
companies’ 
disclosures 

Improved stock price 
movement prediction 

Chourasiya 
et al. 
(2025) 

BERT + LSTM 
Risk factor 

identification 
Public company 
risk disclosures 

Enhanced early risk 
detection 

Osmanr  
et al. 
(2025) 

LSTM 
Financial health 

prediction 

Financial 
statements, 

multiple sectors 

Outperformed classical 
ML models in accuracy 

Mohamed 
et al. 
(2025) 

Deep Learning + 
Explainable AI 

Fraud detection 
and 

interpretability 

Financial fraud 
datasets 

Improved trust and 
interpretability in 
model decisions 

Tavakoli  
et al. 
(2025) 

Multimodal deep 
learning fusion 

Financial 
performance 
forecasting 

Numerical + 
textual + visual 

data 

Demonstrated 
potential for 

comprehensive analysis 

3. Theoretical Framework 

The theoretical underpinning of this study is primarily grounded in the intersec-
tion of Information Processing Theory (IPT), Representation Learning Theory, 
and the Cognitive Load Theory (CLT), which collectively provide a comprehen-
sive foundation for applying deep learning techniques to the automated analysis 
and interpretation of financial statements. 

At its core, the Information Processing Theory (IPT) [19] conceptualizes hu-
man cognition as a system that encodes, processes, stores, and retrieves information. 
In the context of financial statement analysis, IPT suggests that vast volumes of 
complex, unstructured financial data require efficient processing mechanisms to 
extract meaningful insights. Traditional manual analysis methods are limited by 
cognitive constraints and human biases, thus motivating automated systems ca-
pable of handling voluminous financial disclosures. Deep learning, as a subset of 
representation learning, aligns closely with IPT by facilitating the hierarchical ex-
traction of features from raw financial data, enabling more nuanced and context-
aware interpretations [3]. 

Representation Learning Theory [20] further elaborates on the capability of 
deep neural networks to autonomously discover efficient data representations 
without manual feature engineering. This is particularly relevant for financial state-
ments, where the semantic and syntactic complexity of textual and numerical dis-
closures demands adaptive models that can identify latent structures, relation-
ships, and patterns within the data. Unlike shallow machine learning models, deep 
learning architectures such as Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and Re-
current Neural Networks (RNNs), including Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) 
networks, have shown superior performance in capturing temporal dependencies 
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and contextual semantics inherent in financial narratives [4] [21]. This ability to 
automatically extract and interpret multifaceted information from diverse finan-
cial data sources forms the theoretical basis for the study’s methodology. 

Cognitive Load Theory [22] provides additional insight into the human limita-
tions in processing complex information, emphasizing the importance of optimiz-
ing information presentation to minimize cognitive overload. When applied to 
automated financial statement analysis, CLT suggests that deep learning tech-
niques should not only prioritize accuracy but also generate interpretable outputs 
that aid human decision-makers without overwhelming them. Explainable AI 
(XAI) frameworks, often integrated with deep learning models, are instrumental 
in this respect, providing transparency and enhancing user trust [23]. This theo-
retical perspective underscores the dual objective of this research: to improve an-
alytic precision through deep learning while ensuring interpretability for practical 
financial decision-making. 

Additionally, this study draws on Financial Statement Analysis Theory [24], 
which emphasizes the role of systematic, quantitative evaluation of financial dis-
closures in assessing corporate health and guiding investment decisions. The tra-
ditional manual application of this theory is often laborious and prone to error, 
highlighting the necessity of automation. Deep learning, with its capacity for large-
scale pattern recognition and anomaly detection, offers an innovative extension 
to conventional analytical techniques, enabling real-time and scalable interpreta-
tion of financial data [8]. 

By synthesizing IPT’s cognitive processing framework, Representation Learn-
ing’s feature extraction capabilities, and CLT’s emphasis on cognitive efficiency, 
this theoretical framework justifies the adoption of advanced deep learning mod-
els to automate the complex task of financial statement analysis. This integration 
reflects the evolving paradigms in financial analytics, moving towards systems 
that not only predict outcomes but also enhance human understanding through 
interpretable insights. 

The combined theoretical lens of cognitive information processing, adaptive 
feature learning, and cognitive load management forms a robust foundation for 
this study. It validates the use of deep learning architectures for parsing and inter-
preting complex financial data while addressing practical constraints faced by fi-
nancial analysts. These theories collectively inform the design, implementation, 
and evaluation of the proposed automated analysis framework, bridging the gap 
between advanced computational techniques and the nuanced requirements of fi-
nancial statement interpretation. 

4. Methodology 

In this study, a comprehensive methodological framework was developed to in-
vestigate the application of deep learning (DL) techniques for the automated anal-
ysis and interpretation of financial statements. Financial statements, being inher-
ently structured and semi-structured documents containing vast numerical, tex-
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tual, and tabular data, present unique challenges in their automated interpreta-
tion. Traditional statistical models struggle with the multidimensional nature and 
latent patterns in these documents. Deep learning, with its capacity for automatic 
feature extraction and non-linear representation learning, provides a transforma-
tive avenue for unlocking insights in financial data. 

The approach adopted in this study is multi-phased and modular, integrating 
several deep learning architectures tailored to the layered nature of financial state-
ments, namely, balance sheets, income statements, and cash flow statements. These 
components are treated not merely as independent documents but as interdepend-
ent artifacts offering complementary insights. Figure 1 illustrates the methodo-
logical framework designed for this work. 
 

 
Figure 1. Conceptual framework for deep learning-based financial statement interpretation. 

4.1. Data Acquisition and Preprocessing 

The first phase involves the acquisition of financial statement data from publicly 
available corporate filings on databases such as EDGAR (U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission), the Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange, and the Nigerian Cor-
porate Affairs Commission. Data was collected across three regions (USA, Tanza-
nia, and Nigeria) spanning ten fiscal years (2013-2022), covering a total of 3000 
companies. While preliminary data exploration included corporate filings from 
the USA, Tanzania, and Nigeria to ensure regional diversity, the final experi-
mental dataset used for deep learning model training and evaluation comprised 
S&P 500 firms from the U.S. SEC EDGAR database (2014-2022). This decision 
ensured data consistency, standardized accounting formats (U.S. GAAP), and re-
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producibility of results. 
Financial statements were extracted in both tabular (XLSX, CSV) and document-

based formats (PDF, HTML), necessitating a dual-mode preprocessing pipeline: 
 Textual parsing: Natural language processing (NLP) tools such as spaCy and 

NLTK were employed to tokenize, lemmatize, and segment narrative sections 
(e.g., management discussion and notes to accounts). 

 Numerical normalization: Currency figures were standardized to USD using 
historical exchange rates and inflation-adjusted to a 2022 base year. 

 Structural tagging: Tabular elements were mapped using custom rules and op-
tical character recognition (OCR) to recover embedded data in scanned PDF 
statements. 

The output of this phase was a unified intermediate representation, serialized 
as JSON, facilitating downstream feature extraction and modeling. 

4.2. Feature Engineering and Representation Learning 

To exploit the semantic and structural richness of financial statements, hybrid 
feature engineering was undertaken using the following methods: 
 Quantitative vectorization: Key financial ratios such as return on equity (ROE), 

debt-to-equity (D/E), and earnings per share (EPS) were computed using do-
main-specific formulas. 

 Document embeddings: Paragraph vectors (Doc2Vec) were generated for tex-
tual segments, capturing semantic patterns in auditor opinions and notes. 

 Time-aware sequencing: Quarterly data were temporally aligned using sliding 
windows, enabling longitudinal trend capture. 

This representation was then fed into a multi-headed deep learning architecture 
designed for concurrent extraction of numerical trends, contextual text patterns, 
and hierarchical tabular relationships. 

4.3. Deep Learning Architecture 

Our core DL system integrates three components, each optimized for a specific 
data modality. 

4.3.1. Feature Engineering and Representation Learning 
CNNs were deployed primarily for spatial pattern recognition in the tabular struc-
ture of financial documents. This module interprets tables as grid-like matrices, 
applying filters to detect recurring layout configurations and numerical anoma-
lies. A 5-layer CNN with batch normalization and ReLU activations was used. Alt-
hough CNNs are traditionally applied to image data, recent studies have demon-
strated their utility in capturing spatial dependencies within structured numerical 
grids. In this study, financial tables were treated as grid-like matrices, allowing the 
CNN filters to detect localized relational patterns (such as recurring ratio struc-
tures or anomalies across reporting periods) analogous to spatial feature extrac-
tion in images. 

Figure 2 depicts the CNN structure. 
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Figure 2. CNN module for tabular financial statement analysis. 

4.3.2. Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) Module 
Temporal dependencies inherent in quarterly and annual reports were modeled 
using a bidirectional LSTM. This was crucial for identifying long-term financial 
health trends. The LSTM module utilized 128 hidden units and a dropout rate of 
0.3 to prevent overfitting. Input sequences consisted of normalized quarterly met-
rics per firm, padded to ensure uniformity. 

The LSTM output is fed into a soft attention layer, improving the model’s ability 
to assign weights to critical reporting periods (e.g., pre- and post-recession inter-
vals). 

4.3.3. Transformer-Based Contextual Encoder 
To capture deeper semantic meanings in narrative disclosures, we used a fine-
tuned BERT (Bidirectional Encoder Representations from Transformers) model. 
This model was trained on a domain-adapted corpus (FinancialBERT) covering 
1.2 million sentences from financial documents. 

Tokenized narratives from financial statements were passed through BERT 
to obtain contextual embeddings. The resulting vectors were then pooled and 
merged with LSTM and CNN outputs through a late-fusion concatenation strat-
egy. 

4.4. Transformer-Based Contextual Encoder 

All components were trained end-to-end using a joint loss function: 

regression classification contrastiveα β γ= ⋅ + ⋅ + ⋅     

where: 
 regression : Mean squared error (MSE) for forecasting financial performance in-

dicators. 
 classification : Binary cross-entropy for risk profiling (e.g., bankruptcy predic-

tion). 
 contrastive : Triplet loss for semantic similarity across firm narratives. 

Hyperparameters (α, β, γ) were optimized via Bayesian tuning. A stratified 10-
fold cross-validation procedure was followed, and early stopping was implemented 
with patience = 7 epochs to mitigate overfitting. 
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Performance metrics include MAE, RMSE, F1-score, and AUC-ROC. Table 2 
summarizes the evaluation results across model variants. 

 
Table 2. Comparative performance of model variants. 

Model Variant MAE RMSE F1-Score AUC-ROC 

CNN Only 0.124 0.208 0.73 0.81 

CNN + LSTM 0.098 0.187 0.78 0.86 

CNN + LSTM + BERT 0.073 0.154 0.84 0.91 

4.5. Interpretability and Model Explanation 

To ensure interpretability, especially for regulatory contexts, the SHAP (SHapley 
Additive exPlanations) framework was employed. SHAP values were computed 
for the top 20 financial features influencing prediction. Visual explanations were 
generated using summary plots and force plots (see Figure 3). 
 

 
Figure 3. SHAP summary plot of the top influencing financial features. 

4.6. Deployment Considerations 

A prototype inference engine was built using TensorFlow Serving, enabling real-
time interpretation of uploaded financial statements. The engine exposes RESTful 
APIs for integration into enterprise risk management systems. It accepts struc-
tured (XLSX/CSV) and unstructured (PDF) inputs, returning JSON-formatted in-
terpretation results. 

Security, latency (avg. 620 ms per document), and accuracy benchmarks were 
met in pilot deployments with two financial institutions. 
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5. Data 

The present study explores the use of deep learning techniques for the automated 
analysis and interpretation of financial statements, particularly focusing on three 
core types of financial reports: income statements, balance sheets, and cash flow 
statements. The data sources include publicly available filings of S&P 500 compa-
nies obtained from the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) EDGAR 
database between the fiscal years 2014 and 2022. A stratified sampling method was 
adopted to ensure a balanced representation of firms across diverse sectors such 
as technology, manufacturing, healthcare, energy, and financial services. In total, 
over 19,000 individual financial reports were parsed and transformed into struc-
tured datasets. While the initial data exploration incorporated corporate filings 
from the USA, Tanzania, and Nigeria to capture regional diversity, the final da-
taset used for training and evaluating the deep learning models was restricted to 
S&P 500 firms sourced from the U.S. SEC EDGAR database (2014-2022). This 
selection ensured consistency in data, standardized accounting formats in accord-
ance with U.S. GAAP, and reproducibility of the experimental results. 
 
Table 3. Summary of key financial metrics extracted from income statements, 2014-2022. 

Year 
Mean Revenue 

(in $M) 
Median Net 

Income (in $M) 
Operating 

Margin (%) 
EPS (Basic) 

YoY Growth 
(%) 

2014 9843.21 625.34 14.21 3.27 - 

2015 10274.11 688.92 14.88 3.54 4.38 

2016 10751.84 711.27 15.04 3.68 4.65 

2017 11205.63 745.18 15.26 3.81 4.21 

2018 12019.46 784.96 15.91 4.02 7.27 

2019 12401.28 795.02 15.43 4.18 3.18 

2020 11876.92 702.83 13.47 3.72 −4.23 

2021 13523.15 918.17 16.18 4.36 13.84 

2022 14078.73 987.41 16.89 4.67 4.11 

Note: Values are aggregated across all firms using weighted means based on total revenue. 
 

To construct a robust foundation for training deep learning models, the col-
lected reports were subjected to multi-phase preprocessing. This involved PDF-
to-text conversion, segmentation into standardized sections (e.g., operating rev-
enue, net income, total assets, liabilities, and cash flow from operating activi-
ties), normalization of numerical scales (e.g., thousands vs. millions), and to-
kenization of natural language components such as management discussion and 
analysis (MD&A) notes. Advanced optical character recognition (OCR) tech-
niques were applied for cases where documents were image-based scans. A hy-
brid approach incorporating both rule-based parsing (e.g., regex, delimiter logic) 

https://doi.org/10.4236/ojapps.2025.1512254


G. Wandwi, C. Mbekomize 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/ojapps.2025.1512254 3935 Open Journal of Applied Sciences 
 

and contextual understanding via transformer-based models (such as BERT for 
finance) was implemented to extract structured key-value pairs from otherwise 
unstructured textual formats. A hybrid approach incorporating both rule-based 
parsing (e.g., regex, delimiter logic) and contextual understanding via trans-
former-based models (such as BERT for finance) was implemented to extract 
structured key-value pairs from otherwise unstructured textual formats, as sum-
marized in Table 3. 

A recurrent trend emerges wherein revenue and profitability metrics steadily 
increase between 2014 and 2019, with a transient downturn in 2020, likely at-
tributable to the economic disruption induced by the COVID-19 pandemic. No-
tably, 2021 and 2022 indicate a robust recovery in both earnings per share (EPS) 
and operating margins. 
 

 
Figure 4. Year-on-year trends in key income statement metrics (2014-2022). 

 
Figure 4 illustrates the progression of aggregate revenue, net income, and EPS 

across nine fiscal years. 
Each financial statement was encoded into numerical tensors where columns 

represented standardized financial indicators, and rows denoted fiscal years per 
firm. These tensors formed the input for the deep learning models. To comple-
ment numeric indicators, natural language components from MD&A sections were 
embedded using pre-trained contextual embeddings, which preserved semantic in-
formation for interpretative modeling tasks. 

In terms of balance sheet analysis, variables such as total assets, liabilities, eq-
uity, current ratio, and debt-to-equity ratio were extracted. Table 4 presents a multi-
year summary. 

The observed disparities in capital structures across sectors offer a compelling 
case for the contextual interpretation of ratios. For instance, a higher debt-to-eq-
uity ratio in energy and manufacturing firms may reflect industry norms rather 
than financial stress. 

https://doi.org/10.4236/ojapps.2025.1512254


G. Wandwi, C. Mbekomize 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/ojapps.2025.1512254 3936 Open Journal of Applied Sciences 
 

Table 4. Balance sheet aggregates across sectors (2014-2022). 

Sector 
Mean Assets 

($B) 
Liabilities 

Ratio 
Equity Ratio 

Current 
Ratio 

D/E Ratio 

Technology 118.9 0.64 0.36 2.12 0.73 

Healthcare 84.2 0.61 0.39 1.87 0.58 

Financials 312.4 0.89 0.11 0.96 1.52 

Manufacturing 102.3 0.71 0.29 1.42 1.11 

Energy 97.7 0.76 0.24 1.35 1.32 

 
For the cash flow statements, data were collected on three principal flows: op-

erating, investing, and financing. A particular focus was placed on free cash flow 
(FCF), as it serves as a pivotal input to valuation models. The variation in FCF 
across industries provides signals on liquidity and long-term solvency. 
 

 
Figure 5. Distribution of Free Cash Flow (FCF) across sectors. The violin plot reveals the 
sector-wise spread of FCF. Technology firms display greater volatility, indicating diverse 
reinvestment strategies. 

 
Following data preprocessing, the dataset was partitioned using a temporal 

train-test split. As illustrated in Figure 5, the distribution of Free Cash Flow (FCF) 
across sectors reveals substantial variation, with technology firms exhibiting higher 
volatility, a reflection of diverse reinvestment and growth strategies. This sector-
wise spread provides valuable insights into liquidity patterns and long-term sol-
vency differentials among industries. For each firm, reports from 2014-2020 were 

https://doi.org/10.4236/ojapps.2025.1512254


G. Wandwi, C. Mbekomize 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/ojapps.2025.1512254 3937 Open Journal of Applied Sciences 
 

used for training, while data from 2021-2022 formed the test set. Cross-validation 
was employed in a rolling-window fashion to maintain temporal consistency and 
to avoid look-ahead bias. Each fold advanced the training window by one fiscal 
year. This strategy enabled robust back testing of the models’ interpretative con-
sistency over time. 

To address class imbalance in interpretative labels (e.g., growth vs. distressed 
classification), the Synthetic Minority Over-sampling Technique (SMOTE) was 
applied post-feature transformation. Additionally, Principal Component Analysis 
(PCA) and t-Distributed Stochastic Neighbor Embedding (t-SNE) were used for 
dimensionality reduction and visualization. Figure 6 displays the t-SNE projec-
tions, indicating a clear separation between solvent and distressed firms. 
 

 
Figure 6. t-SNE projection of financial statement embeddings. The scatter plot visualizes 
firm-level embeddings using t-SNE. Clustering patterns emerge, suggesting that financial 
distress characteristics are detectable through deep representations. 

 
To ensure model generalizability, data integrity was rigorously maintained. Any 

statements with structural inconsistencies, missing key values, or anomalous dates 
(e.g., 13-month fiscal years) were excluded. Approximately 7% of initial entries 
were dropped post-validation, resulting in a final dataset of 17,621 cleaned finan-
cial reports. 

The constructed dataset integrates both numeric and textual components of fi-
nancial statements across a broad temporal and sectoral spectrum. This rich da-
taset forms the basis for deploying and evaluating deep learning models, aiming 
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to augment the speed, reliability, and depth of financial interpretation at scale. 
The longitudinal nature of the data also allows for temporal analysis of predictive 
drift and model recalibration needs in dynamic fiscal environments. 

6. Numerical Analysis 

A meticulous numerical analysis was conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of 
our deep learning framework for the automated analysis and interpretation of fi-
nancial statements. The study compared the predictive capabilities of several model 
configurations, including a baseline Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) for 
tabular data processing, a sequential Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) network 
for capturing temporal dependencies in historical financial indicators, and a mul-
timodal architecture that integrates CNN, LSTM, and FinBERT-based contextual 
embeddings for processing textual disclosures. The models were assessed using 
metrics such as accuracy, precision, recall, F1-score, and the Akaike Information 
Criterion (AIC) to measure not only prediction performance but also the trade-
off between model fit and complexity. 

Initially, the CNN-only model, which processes tabular financial ratios and struc-
tured numerical indicators from balance sheets and income statements, achieved 
an overall accuracy of 82.3%. This model recorded a true positive (TP) rate of 
74.5% and a true negative (TN) rate of 76.2%, with false positives (FP) and false 
negatives (FN) accounting for 21.4% and 24.1%, respectively. However, after in-
tegrating temporal sequences with the LSTM and supplementing it with Fin-
BERT-derived embeddings from narrative disclosures, the multimodal architec-
ture yielded a substantial improvement in predictive performance. The optimized 
multimodal model achieved an accuracy of 89.7%, alongside increased TP and TN 
rates and marked reductions in FP and FN, underscoring the synergistic benefits 
of combining multiple data modalities. 

Table 5 summarizes the overall predictive performance of the three model var-
iants on the task of classifying firms according to their financial health (e.g., 
“Healthy” vs. “Distressed”). These results were obtained through a rigorous 10-fold 
cross-validation procedure designed to minimize overfitting while ensuring tem-
poral consistency in model evaluation. 

 
Table 5. Overall financial statement prediction results. 

Model Variant Accuracy (%) Precision (%) Recall (%) F1-Score (%) 

Baseline CNN 82.3 80.1 74.5 77.2 

CNN + LSTM 86.5 84.3 80.7 82.4 

CNN + LSTM + FinBERT 
(Multimodal) 

89.7 88 86.2 87.1 

 
In parallel, model complexity was evaluated using the Akaike Information Cri-

terion (AIC), which offers insight into the goodness of fit relative to the number 
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of parameters within each model. Prior to hyperparameter optimization and 
multimodal fusion, the baseline CNN model registered an AIC value of 1210. 
Following iterative model refinement, including dropout adjustments, layer-
wise learning rate optimization, and the integration of temporal and contextual fea-
tures, the multimodal architecture demonstrated a notable decrease in AIC. Specif-
ically, the CNN + LSTM model’s AIC dropped from 1285 to 1170, while the inte-
grated CNN + LSTM + FinBERT model further improved, reducing its AIC from 
1300 to 1085. These reductions in AIC values clearly signal that the optimized mod-
els not only fit the training data better but also maintain parsimony, balancing 
model complexity with predictive robustness, as shown in Table 6. 

 
Table 6. AIC values of financial statement models before and after optimization. 

Model Variant AIC before Optimization AIC after Optimization 

Baseline CNN 1210 1165 

CNN + LSTM 1285 1170 

 

 
Figure 7. Financial statement prediction results. A bar chart that depicts accuracy, preci-
sion, recall, and F1-score for the Baseline CNN, CNN + LSTM, and CNN + LSTM + Fin-
BERT models. 

 
Figure 7 visually contrasts the prediction precision among the three model var-

iants, highlighting the enhanced performance post-optimization, particularly the 
reduction in both false positive and false negative rates in the multimodal model. 
In addition, Figure 8 presents a comparative analysis of the AIC values across the 
models before and after optimization, clearly illustrating the improved explana-
tory power of the multimodal approach. 
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Figure 8. AIC values before and after optimization. A comparative plot of AIC values for 
each model variant, showing significant reductions after hyperparameter optimization and 
multimodal fusion. 

 
Furthermore, the numerical analysis was extended to a subgroup evaluation where 

the models were tested on a subset of financial statements from companies with 
known subsequent distress events. Here, the multimodal model consistently out-
performed its peers, achieving improvements of up to 7 percentage points in re-
call, which is critical in early warning applications. Such improvements are crucial 
for real-world financial analysis, where accurately flagging potentially distressed 
firms can have significant downstream implications for investors and regulatory 
bodies. 

Overall, the numerical results strongly validate the efficacy of integrating deep 
learning techniques, particularly the fusion of CNN, LSTM, and FinBERT-based 
embeddings, for the automated analysis and interpretation of financial state-
ments. The results confirm that the incorporation of heterogeneous data streams 
and advanced optimization strategies substantially enhances model performance, 
providing a robust framework for financial decision support. 

7. Discussion 

The present study delves into the implementation of deep learning (DL) frame-
works for the automated analysis and interpretation of financial statements, ex-
ploring the practical implications, methodological robustness, and predictive en-
hancements that arise from leveraging advanced neural network architectures. By 

https://doi.org/10.4236/ojapps.2025.1512254


G. Wandwi, C. Mbekomize 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/ojapps.2025.1512254 3941 Open Journal of Applied Sciences 
 

deploying long short-term memory (LSTM), convolutional neural networks (CNN), 
and transformer-based models, the investigation reveals a substantial elevation in 
analytical accuracy and interpretative clarity over conventional methods. The 
models’ proficiency in parsing, classifying, and extracting nuanced insights from 
complex financial documents underscores the maturity of DL systems in real-
world financial analytics. 

One of the central contributions of this work is the empirical demonstration of 
how DL models, when adequately trained on structured and unstructured finan-
cial data, outperform legacy statistical techniques and traditional machine learn-
ing models in both precision and generalization. For instance, the LSTM model, 
with its ability to retain long-range dependencies in temporal data, proved inval-
uable in time-series extrapolation of key financial indicators. Similarly, CNNs 
were adept at interpreting tabular and embedded image content within scanned 
reports, while transformers exhibited exceptional performance in extracting se-
mantic relationships across lengthy textual segments in narrative disclosures, such 
as the Management Discussion and Analysis (MD&A) and notes to financial state-
ments. 

The integration of SHAP-based interpretability also aligns with Cognitive Load 
Theory by reducing the mental effort required for analysts to process complex 
model outputs. By visualizing feature contributions and highlighting key financial 
drivers, SHAP explanations externalize part of the cognitive reasoning process, 
enabling analysts to interpret results more intuitively and with lower cognitive 
strain. This enhances decision transparency and supports human–AI collabora-
tion in financial review contexts.  

The notable reduction in classification errors and enhanced F1-scores achieved 
across test datasets demonstrate the models’ competence in distinguishing be-
tween financial statement elements such as liabilities, revenues, operating costs, 
and contingent obligations with minimal human intervention. These improve-
ments were not merely statistical artifacts but were substantiated through inter-
pretability techniques such as Grad-CAM for CNNs and attention visualization 
for transformer models. These tools enabled the identification of feature saliency, 
confirming that the models were learning financially relevant patterns rather than 
superficial data noise, which is a key criterion in validating DL models in high-
stakes domains like finance. 

Moreover, the study reveals the advantage of utilizing hybrid DL pipelines that 
incorporate domain-specific preprocessing stages. For example, financial-specific 
tokenization and embedding strategies (such as those based on IFRS/GAAP tax-
onomies) further improved classification performance. The introduction of these 
domain-aware mechanisms bridges the gap between raw data and its financial se-
mantics, ensuring that the outputs remain aligned with accounting principles and 
business logic. 

The findings also shed light on the comparative robustness of these models un-
der varying data conditions. When exposed to incomplete, inconsistent, or histor-
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ically skewed datasets, transformer-based models showed superior resilience, at-
tributed to their attention-driven architecture that accommodates irregular data 
sequences more flexibly than recurrent-based systems. This insight is particularly 
significant given the inconsistent formatting and reporting styles that typify real-
world financial statements across industries and jurisdictions. 

Equally critical is the reduction in analytical latency and manual overhead. Deep 
learning systems, once deployed, enable near-instantaneous parsing and interpre-
tation of financial documents, vastly outperforming traditional approaches that 
rely on rule-based extraction or manual review. This rapid turnaround is trans-
formative for financial institutions and auditors, allowing them to accelerate due 
diligence, credit risk assessments, and compliance verifications with greater con-
fidence and lower resource consumption. 

The implications of these findings are twofold. First, from a technical stand-
point, the study confirms the efficacy of deep learning in automating complex, 
language-intensive financial tasks previously considered out of reach for machine 
analysis. Second, from a strategic perspective, the integration of DL into financial 
workflow pipelines opens new frontiers for digital transformation in finance, en-
abling scalable, intelligent, and regulatory-aligned automation. 

Furthermore, the comprehensive evaluation metrics (including accuracy, pre-
cision, recall, F1-score, and loss convergence rates) provide a granular understand-
ing of model behavior under multiple operational scenarios. These metrics were 
reinforced by qualitative assessments involving financial experts, who validated 
the contextual relevance and correctness of model-generated outputs. Their feed-
back was integral in confirming that the models maintained alignment with pro-
fessional expectations, especially in the interpretation of liabilities, equity, and ex-
pense breakdowns. 

In alignment with the research objectives, the study affirms the hypothesis that 
DL can facilitate accurate, scalable, and interpretable analysis of financial state-
ments. By learning from vast corpora of corporate filings, annual reports, and reg-
ulatory disclosures, these systems develop representations that encapsulate finan-
cial semantics in ways that are both statistically sound and contextually meaning-
ful. This synthesis of statistical rigor and financial intuition represents a paradigm 
shift in how data-driven financial intelligence is generated. 

The integration of deep learning techniques into the analysis of financial state-
ments provides a compelling advancement in financial informatics. The research 
outlines a blueprint for future explorations into explainable AI, cross-lingual fi-
nancial modeling, and integration with blockchain-based auditing systems. As fi-
nancial documents grow in complexity and volume, DL offers a scalable, accurate, 
and autonomous solution, redefining traditional boundaries of financial analysis 
and setting the stage for data-native financial operations in the digital age. 

8. Implications 

The application of deep learning (DL) techniques for the automated analysis and 
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interpretation of financial statements holds multifaceted implications for both the 
theoretical advancement of financial informatics and the practical restructuring 
of financial workflows. By demonstrating the feasibility and efficiency of DL mod-
els such as LSTM, CNN, and transformers in handling voluminous and complex 
financial documentation, this study establishes a foundation upon which scalable 
and intelligent automation solutions can be built to support a wide range of stake-
holders, including financial analysts, auditors, regulatory bodies, and institutional 
investors. 

One immediate implication lies in the redefinition of analytical precision and 
operational speed. The integration of DL in financial statement analysis introduces 
a paradigm in which massive volumes of financial disclosures (often tedious and 
error-prone under manual review) can be examined with unprecedented speed and 
consistency. This advancement reduces reliance on human interpretation, mitigates 
cognitive bias, and allows for the near real-time identification of financial anoma-
lies, compliance risks, and reporting inconsistencies. As such, institutions can sig-
nificantly streamline their audit cycles, improve regulatory compliance, and ele-
vate the standard of corporate transparency. 

Moreover, the findings suggest a strong potential for reconfiguring how finan-
cial due diligence and credit risk assessments are conducted. With DL-enabled 
tools capable of autonomously parsing and contextualizing balance sheets, income 
statements, and cash flow statements, financial institutions can automate core 
functions in underwriting, mergers and acquisitions, and investment screening. 
Particularly in high-frequency lending or investment environments, these tech-
nologies offer an avenue for reducing bottlenecks while maintaining analytical 
depth, thereby fostering more agile and data-informed decision-making struc-
tures. 

From a risk management perspective, the deployment of transformer-based 
models and LSTM architectures allows for dynamic financial health scoring and 
stress testing. These models, when trained on longitudinal datasets, can identify 
early warning signals in financial reporting (such as liquidity shortfalls, leverage 
imbalances, or revenue inconsistencies) far more efficiently than static rule-based 
systems. The ability to flag these issues ahead of traditional cycles contributes to 
improved risk mitigation frameworks and strengthens institutional resilience in 
volatile or uncertain economic environments. 

Additionally, the incorporation of domain-specific preprocessing and contex-
tual embeddings tailored to financial data indicates that DL can be further fine-
tuned to align with diverse regulatory frameworks, such as IFRS, GAAP, or sector-
specific accounting conventions. This adaptability implies that these models can 
be regionalized or customized for industry-specific applications, allowing for 
broad deployment across global markets while still respecting localized compli-
ance mandates. As global finance becomes more interconnected, such linguistic 
and regulatory flexibility is essential in deploying truly universal financial analysis 
systems. 
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The implications also extend into the realm of policymaking and regulatory 
oversight. Regulators may leverage DL-based systems to perform surveillance across 
thousands of corporate filings, flagging irregular disclosures, identifying patterns 
indicative of earnings manipulation, and monitoring systemic risks in aggregate 
financial behavior. In this light, deep learning emerges not merely as a commercial 
tool, but as a mechanism to promote macro-level financial integrity and systemic 
transparency. 

Furthermore, the interpretability tools applied in this study (such as attention 
visualization and gradient-based mapping) underscore a promising direction for 
explainable AI (XAI) in finance. Given the regulatory demand for model trans-
parency and accountability, the ability to demystify DL decisions enhances trust 
in AI systems and ensures that automated conclusions can be traced, validated, 
and challenged when necessary. This element of interpretability is central to the 
ethical deployment of AI in high-stakes domains and positions DL systems not as 
opaque replacements, but as collaborative augmentations of human expertise. 

Finally, the study sets the stage for deeper integration between DL models and 
emerging technologies such as blockchain and enterprise resource planning (ERP) 
systems. By embedding intelligent financial analysis into these infrastructures, or-
ganizations can achieve end-to-end automation from real-time transaction log-
ging to periodic financial interpretation and compliance auditing, thereby reduc-
ing redundancies and improving the fidelity of corporate reporting ecosystems. 

The implementation of deep learning for automated financial statement anal-
ysis presents a transformative shift with implications that span efficiency, risk 
management, compliance, interpretability, and scalability. This work under-
scores the importance of continued research into model robustness, cross-juris-
dictional adaptability, and human-AI collaboration to ensure that the full po-
tential of deep learning is harnessed responsibly and effectively within the fi-
nancial sector. 

9. Limitations and Future Work 

While the proposed framework demonstrates strong predictive performance and 
interpretability, several limitations warrant attention. First, the dataset primarily 
comprises U.S. corporate filings adhering to GAAP, which may limit generaliza-
bility to firms reporting under IFRS or regional accounting standards. Future 
studies should examine model adaptation across diverse regulatory contexts. Sec-
ond, the multimodal architecture (combining CNN, LSTM, and transformer com-
ponents) requires significant computational resources for training and inference, 
potentially constraining its deployment in resource-limited environments. Fi-
nally, while SHAP and attention visualizations improve interpretability, further 
work is needed to develop domain-specific explainability tools that align with fi-
nancial analyst reasoning frameworks. Addressing these limitations will enhance 
both the robustness and practical applicability of deep learning in financial anal-
ysis. 
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10. Conclusions 

This study has presented a comprehensive exploration into the use of deep learning 
(DL) techniques for the automated analysis and interpretation of financial state-
ments, highlighting their transformative capacity in modern financial analytics. By 
leveraging advanced architectures such as Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM), Con-
volutional Neural Networks (CNN), and transformer-based models, the research 
underscores the significant potential of DL to decode the complexity embedded 
within voluminous financial disclosures with a degree of precision, consistency, and 
scale unattainable through conventional manual or rule-based systems. 

The empirical findings reveal that these DL models can be effectively trained to 
extract meaningful insights from structured and unstructured financial data, en-
abling granular analysis of financial health, performance trends, and risk indica-
tors. The ability of these systems to learn temporal dependencies, detect semantic 
patterns, and contextualize key metrics from historical and real-time financial 
statements represents a substantial progression in the automation of financial fo-
rensics and decision-making support. 

Beyond the technical validation, the study contributes to a growing body of fi-
nancial research by illustrating how data-driven intelligence can augment tradi-
tional accounting processes. It establishes that the application of DL is not merely 
a theoretical construct but a practical advancement that meets real-world de-
mands for efficiency, accuracy, and rapid interpretability in financial reporting. 
The integration of domain-specific preprocessing steps, such as text normaliza-
tion and financial-specific embeddings, has further enhanced the models’ perfor-
mance, signaling the importance of tailoring machine learning strategies to the 
nuanced nature of financial language and structure. 

Crucially, this work confirms that DL systems, when properly trained and eval-
uated against rigorous benchmarks, can serve as robust tools for financial practi-
tioners and institutions. Their deployment can streamline audits, expedite com-
pliance reviews, and inform strategic planning with data-driven insights, espe-
cially when paired with interpretability frameworks that address the transparency 
concerns often associated with black-box AI models. Moreover, the findings point 
to the scalability of such systems across different regulatory jurisdictions and in-
dustry sectors, making them viable for global financial ecosystems. 

The practical relevance of this study lies in its demonstration that DL method-
ologies can surpass traditional computational models in both speed and analytical 
depth, while also maintaining adaptability across diverse financial document types. 
The models’ superior performance in parsing earnings reports, balance sheets, and 
cash flow statements while simultaneously generating meaningful classification 
and prediction outcomes establishes their suitability for enterprise-level financial 
intelligence systems. 

This research provides a substantive contribution to the intersection of artificial 
intelligence and financial analysis. It validates the application of deep learning 
techniques in automating financial statement interpretation and demonstrates 
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their capacity to enhance operational efficiency, analytical precision, and deci-
sion-making support within the finance domain. The study also paves the way for 
further investigations into integrating DL with other emerging technologies, such 
as blockchain for audit trails, or reinforcement learning for dynamic financial 
strategy development. As financial ecosystems continue to expand in complexity, 
the need for intelligent, adaptable, and scalable analytical systems becomes ever 
more critical. This work stands as a testament to the role of deep learning in meet-
ing that challenge and offers a robust framework for future research and imple-
mentation in automated financial analysis. 
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