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Abstract 
Carbon neutrality, achieved by balancing anthropogenic GHG emissions and 
removals, offers a pathway to minimise climate impacts and foster a just tran-
sition to low-carbon economies. However, achieving carbon neutrality in West 
Africa requires an explicit integration of environmental-justice considerations 
that equitably distribute burdens and benefits among societal groups. Environ-
mental justice demands that the burdens and benefits of transitioning towards 
carbon neutrality are equitably distributed among different societal groups. 
Historically, these countries have contributed minimally to global carbon emis-
sions but often bear a disproportionate brunt of the consequences. Thus, any 
carbon neutrality efforts must prioritize addressing the needs and vulnerabili-
ties of marginalized communities, ensuring that they are not further marginal-
ized in the transition process. Côte d’Ivoire’s aspirations for economic growth 
and poverty alleviation are juxtaposed with the global imperative of carbon 
neutrality, necessitating a thorough analysis of justice considerations within its 
unique social, economic, and environmental landscape. Côte d’Ivoire stands at 
a crossroads, striving to balance substantial carbon emissions arising from sec-
tors like energy, agriculture, deforestation, with its commitment to social eq-
uity and environmental. The concept of carbon neutrality offers a potential so-
lution, though it requires careful scrutiny to ensure that benefits and burdens 
are equitably shared in the Society. Achieving carbon neutrality entails protect-
ing and restoring these ecosystems, which is closely tied to the well-being of 
indigenous and local communities. Justice considerations require their active 
participation and inclusion in forest management. Côte d’Ivoire is already ex-
periencing climate change impacts, such as sea-level rise and erratic weather 
patterns. Just transition strategies should encompass climate adaptation efforts 
that safeguard vulnerable communities and promote resilience, particularly 
among women and marginalized group. Achieving carbon neutrality necessi-
tates international collaboration and financial support. Ensuring justice in this 
context involves advocating for fair climate financing mechanisms that priori-
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tize the needs of developing countries like Côte d’Ivoire. The case of Côte d’Ivoire 
exemplifies the intricate interplay between carbon neutrality and justice within 
the specific dynamics of a West African nation. This study examines the intri-
cate relationship between carbon neutrality justice in the specific context of 
Côte d’Ivoire, an African country facing the dual challenges of sustainable de-
velopment and climate change. To reach this goal, we are going to base our 
analysis on juridical, economic and social approaches. 
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1. Introduction 

The discourse on the energy situation in Africa is taking into account the diverse 
and unique factors that play important role in each region and each country. Sit-
uations in the continent such as population growth, economic growth, and access 
to energy, energy poverty, energy consumption, political instability and vast nat-
ural resources are key parameters that have been investigated in different studies 
concerning the analysis of energy scenarios and development of energy strategies 
and solutions. Africa is the second most populous continent after Asia and is cur-
rently characterized by a high rate of population growth which started in the sec-
ond half of the 20th century.  

This document is a normative and legal analysis that crosses three types of 
sources: the binding instruments ratified by Côte d’Ivoire in terms of climate (UN-
FCCC, Kyoto Protocol, Paris Agreement and related decisions of the COP); the 
national planning documents in force between 2020 and 2022 (Revised NDC 2021, 
National low carbon strategy 2021-2025, National Adaptation Plan 2022, National 
Development Plan 2021-2025); and the ECOWAS regional directives (Renewable 
Energy Policy 2013; Regional Climate Strategy 2022). Only documents accessible 
to the public in French or English, officially adopted by the competent authority 
and dated 2015 or later have been preserved. No primary empirical data have been 
collected; but all quantitative figures (GHG targets, investment costs) are extracted 
verbatim from the official documents cited. 

According to an analysis by United Nations, the population grew from 230 to 
810 million, for which Eastern, Middle and Western African regions increased by 
2.5%. 

The 2015 Paris Agreement marked a major milestone in the global promotion 
of transition to a low-carbon economy. Parties to the Paris agreement are antici-
pated to fast-track transition from unsustainable energy regimes to a net-zero car-
bon emission status by mid-century [1]. As a signatory to the Paris agreement, 
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Côte d’Ivoire acknowledges that transition to carbon neutrality is fundamental to 
achieving sustainable economic growth [2]. Côte d’Ivoire president at the COP26 
meeting in Glasgow announced Côte d’Ivoire’s commitment to transitioning its 
carbon economy to reach net-zero by 2060. In doing so, the President also high-
lighted some difficulties which lie on the county’s carbon transition pathway to 
include among others, the need for greater international finance and technical 
partnership, and Côte d’Ivoire’s reliance on fossil fuel (especially gas) to drive the 
energy sector of the economy [3]. He also made another announcement this time 
on the occasion of the 72nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly in 
these terms: 

“Climate change is a real concern (...) we must act quickly and responsibly, if 
we want to preserve our living environment and our planet”.  

This statement made by Mr. Alassane Ouattara, President of the Republic of 
Côte d’Ivoire, on the occasion of the 72nd Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly1, held in September 2017, inspires all the climate action of the Ivorian 
Government. In this way, the country aims to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions 
by 30.41% by 2030, relative to business as usual, or 98.95% with international sup-
port. Côte d’Ivoire also plans to implement additional mitigation measures in the 
Food and Land Use sector and include new greenhouse gases in its climate ambi-
tion [4]. 

The objective of this reflexion is to show that the importance to preserve the 
environment can lead to the reduction of the harmful impacts of climate change 
on the national economy and to the improvement of the living conditions of the 
populations in countries like Côte d’Ivoire. Therefore, the main question is how 
can carbon neutrality contribute to justice in West African Countries, especially 
in the case of Côte d’Ivoire in the way to improve the living conditions of the 
populations? 

For the answer to this question, we are going firstly to see the Carbon Neutrality 
and Social Justice as two notions guaranteed by legal current texts in this country 
and secondly, deal with carbon neutrality and Social Justice as a synchronism un-
dermined by climate change and justice. 

2. Carbon Neutrality and Social Justice: A Harmony Guaranty 
by Legal Current Texts  

Côte d’Ivoire is proud to present its revised Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) for the period 2021-2030. It thus reaffirms its commitment to contribute 
to the global effort to reduce Greenhouse gases. This commitment is reflected in 
its policy of restoring and preserving its forest massif, its energy potential with its 
hydrographic network, its combined cycle natural gas power plants and the in-
creased use of renewable energies. As a result, this country has all the potential to 
become a real carbon sink. The revised NDCs present an unconditional mitigation 
target of 30.41%, corresponding to a reduction of thirty-seven (37) million tonnes 

 
172nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly, held in September 2017. 
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of CO2 equivalent by 2030 compared with the reference scenario; while the con-
ditional target has been raised to 98.95% (unconditional and conditional measures) 
by 2030 compared with the reference scenario. This new target marks an excep-
tional increase in mitigation ambition compared with the first version of the NDCs, 
while at the same time clearing the way for unconditional net-zero CO2 emissions 
by 2060 (COP26 pledge); a conditional 98.95% reduction trajectory (carbon neu-
trality from 2030) is possible only with international support of USD 22 billions 
of dollars. 

2.1. A Balance between Carbon Neutrality and Social Justice 
Guaranteed by International Legal Documents 

Carbon neutrality and social justice are important concepts that have been framed 
by several international texts as COP26 of 2 November 2021 in Glasgow. Côte 
d’Ivoire pledged net-zero CO2 emissions by 2060 by participating actively to this 
event. In fact, the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council (CESE) 
has examined the draft law on combating climate change and building resilience 
to its effects. The aim of this law is to achieve the objectives set at national and 
international level, in a spirit of social justice. In Côte d’Ivoire, the National Low-
Carbon Strategy (SNBC) sets a target of a 40% reduction in national greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions by 2030, as a prelude to net-zero CO2 emissions by 2060 [5]. 

Our planet is currently facing major environmental problems, such as the deg-
radation of coastal zones, loss of biodiversity, changes in cropping seasons and 
increasing drought. The current economic development model, which relies on 
conventional energies without taking into account the principles of sustainable 
development, is likely to cause major damage to the environment [6]. On the other 
hand, a more responsible, low-carbon economic development policy could help 
limit negative environmental impacts and guarantee a more viable planet for fu-
ture generations. Aware of these challenges, Côte d’Ivoire ratified the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1994, as well as 
the Kyoto Protocol in 1995 [7]. Subsequently, Côte d’Ivoire joined the Clean De-
velopment Mechanism (CDM) in 2005, the REDD+ mechanism in 2012 and the 
Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) in 2012. With the end of the Kyoto Pro-
tocol’s commitment period, the Paris Agreement was adopted. Its main objective 
is to keep the global temperature increase “well below” 2˚C, while striving to limit 
it to 1.5˚C. Côte d’Ivoire is resolutely committed to contributing to the achieve-
ment of this global objective, not only by taking into account the challenges of 
structural transformation of its economy and sustainable development, but also 
by adopting a low-carbon development trajectory in a context of post-Covid eco-
nomic recovery. In addition, there are other legal international documents that 
contribute to achieving a balance between carbon neutrality and social justice in 
the country, Côte d’Ivoire is a signatory to the Paris Agreement, which aims to 
limit global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius and pursue efforts to limit 
the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius. The agreement recognizes the im-
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portance of both environmental and social concerns and calls for a just transition 
towards low-carbon and climate-resilient development.  

Côte d’Ivoire also, like other countries, is committed to achieving the SDGs (Sus-
tainable Development Goals), which include goals relating to both environmental 
sustainability (Goal 13: Climate Action) and social justice (Goal 5: Gender Equal-
ity, Goal 10: Reduced Inequalities). The SDGs emphasize the integration of envi-
ronmental, social, and economic dimensions in development initiatives [8]. 

2.2. A Eurhythmy between Carbon Neutrality and Social Justice 
Reinforced by National Texts and Programmes  

Côte d’Ivoire has developed a National Environmental Policy that aims to pro-
mote sustainable development, protect natural resources, and ensure environmental 
conservation. This policy provides a framework for addressing environmental chal-
lenges while considering social and economic aspects [9]. 

In order to take gender-related issues into account in climate action in accord-
ance with the provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC), the Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable De-
velopment (MINEDD), has developed initiatives to mobilize and engage key 
stakeholders at the national level, which resulted in the development in 2019 of a 
National Gender and Climate Change Strategy (2020-2024). It should be noted, 
among other things, the establishment of mechanisms for discussion, sharing of 
experiences and capacity-building on the link between gender and climate, which 
have led to a “structured dialogue”. This dynamic is reinforced by a Memorandum 
of Understanding signed by the Minister of the Environment and Sustainable De-
velopment and the Minister of Women, Family and Children, on October 25, 2021. 
This high-level political commitment aims to strengthen the advocacy process for 
the systematic integration of the gender and climate nexus in sectoral planning, 
strategic and policy documents at national level. As part of the integration of the 
gender and climate theme, gender is taken into account in a transversal way across 
all the priority sectors identified within the framework of the NDCs. Thus, the 
aim is to analyse: in terms of mitigation, the differentiated responsibility of men 
and women in the mechanisms of emissions and/or reduction of Greenhouse Gases 
and in terms of adaptation, the differentiated situation of men and women in re-
lation to vulnerability risks and impact chains in order to strengthen the gender 
component in the National Adaptation Plan. 

Climate change is already affecting the entire world, with extreme weather con-
ditions such as drought, heat waves, heavy rain, floods and landslides becoming 
more frequent, including in Europe [10]. Other consequences of the rapidly chang-
ing climate include rising sea levels, ocean acidification and loss of biodiversity. 
In order to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius—a threshold the Intergov-
ernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) suggests is safe—carbon neutrality 
by mid-21st century is essential. This target is also laid down in the Paris agree-
ment signed by 195 countries, including Côte d’Ivoire. This country, like the 
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countries Party to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), continues to reiterate its commitment to work with all countries to 
achieve the objectives of the said Convention, enshrined in Article 2 and rein-
forced by Article 2 of the Paris Climate Agreement. Thus, Côte d’Ivoire’s action 
on climate change is based on a common vision which is to “set up a sustainable 
socio-economic development framework that integrates the challenges of climate 
change in all sectors and which contributes to improving the living conditions of 
populations and their resilience”. Indeed, since 1994, the country has adhered to 
international protocols and action plans aimed at the operational implementation 
of the Convention. This adherence was manifested by the ratification of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1994) and its protocols, in 
particular the Kyoto Protocol (2007) and the Paris Agreement (2016) [11]. This 
commitment resulted in the establishment in 2005 of a National Authority in charge 
of the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM-AN) resulting from the Kyoto Pro-
tocol. Then, in 2011, the State of Côte d’Ivoire joined the Mechanism for Reducing 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+). 
This commitment was then consolidated in 2012, by the creation of a National 
Program to combat Climate Change (PNCC) followed by the accession in 2013 to 
the Coalition for Climate and Clean Air (CCAC) with a view to reducing short-
lived climate pollutants (SLCP). In 2015, the country embarked on the process of 
the National Adaptation Plan (NAP). The day after the adoption of the Paris Agree-
ment, the framework for climate action in Côte d’Ivoire is taking a decisive turn 
with the creation of a Central Directorate in charge of the Fight against Climate 
Change (DLCC) in 2016 in order to coordinate climate action [12]. This reaffirms 
the will of Côte d’Ivoire to raise climate change to the rank of national priority. 
Moreover, by elaborating the National Development Plan (PND) 2021-2025 which 
is the reference document for national development planning, the State has dedi-
cated one of the six (06) priority axes, in particular axis 5, to the fight against cli-
mate change. This document of the revised NDCs is intended to be a tool to help 
identify and assess the needs and means of integrating climate change actions into 
sectoral plans and policies. Despite this manifest political will, much remains to 
be done both at the level of the mobilization of public and private actors and at 
the level of the operationalization of policies and strategies for mitigation and ad-
aptation to climate change, including gender-related issues [13]. The National Ad-
aptation Plan (NAP) is a process that helps countries identify and prioritize their 
climate change adaptation needs. It also helps countries develop and implement 
strategies to address these needs. Also, the guidance law on sustainable develop-
ment N˚ 2014-390 of June 20, 2014 provides a legal basis for the NAP (National 
Adaptation Plan) which is part of a broader and integrated approach to environ-
mental protection and sustainable development. 

Thus, in 2015, the year of submission of the country’s first NDCs, the NAP pro-
cess began with consultations with a view to developing a roadmap with the support 
of the NAP global support program [14]. In March 2017, a project proposal to 
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strengthen the integration of climate change adaptation into development planning 
in Côte d’Ivoire was submitted to the Green Climate Fund via the “Readiness Ad-
aptation” window, approved in February 2019. Thus, several activities were under-
taken as a prelude to the elaboration of the NAP. These are specific studies on ad-
aptation, the private sector, the roles and responsibilities of actors in the NAP de-
velopment and implementation cycle, methodological guides and reports on climate 
risk assessment, quantification of impacts and costs of adaptation options. Synergies 
with other technical and financial partners are underway, with a view to developing 
structuring projects on adaptation, structuring the vertical approach to adaptation 
and on the sustainability of certain interventions. In addition, the feasibility of cer-
tain financial instruments, applied to adaptation, such as climate insurance are re-
alized. Several consultations have been initiated on the Gender component and have 
resulted in the establishment of a gender and climate change platform and the de-
velopment of an advocacy for the attention of the Ministry of the Environment and 
Sustainable Development and the Ministry in charge of Women, Family and Chil-
dren. This advocacy led to the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on gen-
der and climate change in 2020 between the two ministries. Training workshops 
based on targeted programs have been deployed. The improvement of the institu-
tional framework through a better knowledge of the constituents linked to the NAP 
process has been initiated. Analyses on the Measurement-Notification-Verification 
(MNV) device for adaptation have been initiated. The NAP is now available from 
2022, in addition to the adaptation component of these NDCs. 

3. Carbon Neutrality and Social Justice: A Synchronism 
Undermined by Climate Change and Justice 

The challenges and opportunities in achieving climate justice challenge in Côte 
d’Ivoire, including the ECOWAS Regional Climate Strategy and its potential for 
political coalition-building on climate justice and adaptation financing. 

3.1. Climate Change and Justice a Real Challenge to Carbon 
Neutrality in Côte d’Ivoire  

The vulnerability of Côte d’Ivoire to climate change is due to its dependence on 
climate-sensitive sectors [15]. Ranked 144th out of 169 countries for its ND GAIN 
index, Côte d’Ivoire is among the most vulnerable countries to climate change due 
to its geographical location, its economic structuring and its low preparedness to 
face the adverse effects of climate change. Agriculture, representing ¼ of the coun-
try’s GDP and more than half of all jobs, is one of the main sources of greenhouse 
gas emissions. It is also negatively impacted by rising temperatures and changing 
rainfall patterns with negative repercussions on agricultural productivity and 
more generally on food security. In addition, on an African scale, the area of arid 
and semi-arid lands could increase by 5 to 8% by 2080. The coastal plains, home 
to 30% of the Ivorian population and 80% of the country’s economic activities, are 
already heavily affected by the adverse effects of climate change which accentuate 
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sea level rise and coastal erosion thus endangering human lives, especially for peo-
ple living on the coast. At the national level, climate change threatens to push nearly 
a million additional Ivorians into extreme poverty, to increase the risk of water 
stress, with more and more regions expected to see more than 10% of their popu-
lation in water scarcity, and to increase the upsurge of diseases associated with air 
and water among sensitive populations. Women are particularly vulnerable to the 
negative consequences of climate change due to the division of labour and gender 
roles, economic disparities and imbalances in hardship and time dedicated to do-
mestic tasks that penalize their adaptation opportunities [16]. 

Côte d’Ivoire committed, through its first Nationally Determined Contribu-
tions (NDCs) as a prelude to the COP21 in Paris, to reduce its Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) emissions by 28.25%, i.e. a reduction of approximately ten (10) million 
tonnes of CO2 equivalent by 2030 compared to the Business as Usual or reference 
scenario. The 2021 NDC describes an unconditional 30.41% GHG reduction by 
2030 relative to BaU. The evaluation of said NDCs revealed some shortcomings, 
in particular the failure to take forestry into account in the estimates and the lack 
of a performance monitoring and evaluation system with regard to the country’s 
climate commitments. Thus, in accordance with the requirements of the Paris 
Agreement, the State of Côte d’Ivoire has carried out a revision of its NDCs by 
updating the GHG reduction efforts (mitigation) as well as the assessment of its 
vulnerability and adaptation options in the face of climate change. This revision 
process, started in February 2020, allowed a wide consultation of national strategic 
stakeholders, in particular key ministries, the private sector, civil society and ter-
ritorial communities. At the end of these consultations, Côte d’Ivoire is raising its 
climate ambition to 30.41% corresponding to a reduction of thirty-seven (37) mil-
lion tonnes CO2 equivalent of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from all sectors, 
including Forestry and Other Land Uses (FAT), by 2030 compared to the new 
reference scenario [17]. This unconditional contribution consists of a reduction 
of 13.2 million tonnes of GHG emissions resulting from the implementation of 
measures in the energy, waste and agriculture sectors (corresponding to a 10.5% 
reduction in total national GHG emissions in 2030 compared to the reference sce-
nario), and a reduction of 23.8 million tonnes of GHG emissions resulting from 
the implementation of measures in the Forestry sector and other Land Uses (cor-
responding to a 19.6% reduction in total national GHG emissions in 2030 com-
pared to the reference scenario) [18]. Côte d’Ivoire could increase its ambition in 
terms of GHG emissions mitigation, provided that it receives additional interna-
tional financial support. Thus, for the energy, waste and agriculture sectors, the 
ambition of GHG mitigation could go from an overall reduction in emissions of 
13.2 to 17.2 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent in 2030 compared to the reference 
scenario. In addition, the inclusion of additional measures in the Forestry sector 
and other Land Uses could bring the overall GHG mitigation ambition to a 98.95% 
reduction in total emissions in 2030 compared to the reference scenario, resolutely 
committing the country to carbon neutrality from 2030. The mitigation compo-
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nent includes thirty-eight (38) measures, including twenty-seven (27) uncondi-
tional and eleven (11) conditional, the implementation of which is estimated at 
approximately USD ten (10) billion. With regard to the adaptation component, it 
aims to achieve a reduction in high vulnerability by 2030 and to increase the re-
silience of the identified sectors: water resources, agriculture, livestock and aqua-
culture, forestry, land use, health and coastal zones. The implementation of adap-
tation measures is estimated at approximately USD twelve (12) billion. Beyond 
the mitigation and adaptation components, the revision of the NDCs also took 
into account transversal aspects such as green jobs and just transition, gender, 
local authorities, and short-lived climate pollutants (SLCP), the reduction of which 
would also prevent more than 7,000 premature deaths per year by 2030. 

Côte d’Ivoire’s aspirations for economic growth and poverty alleviation are jux-
taposed with the global imperative of carbon neutrality, necessitating a thorough 
analysis of justice considerations within its unique social, economic, and environ-
mental landscape [19]. Côte d’Ivoire stands at a crossroads, striving to balance 
substantial carbon emissions arising from sectors like energy, agriculture, defor-
estation, with its commitment to social equity and environmental climate change 
and justice are real challenges to carbon neutrality in Côte d’Ivoire [20].  

Côte d’Ivoire is a developing country with a rapidly growing population and 
economy [21]. This growth has led to increased greenhouse gas emissions, which 
are contributing to climate change. Climate change is already having a significant 
impact on Côte d’Ivoire, including more extreme weather events, rising sea levels, 
and changes in agricultural production. The poorest and most vulnerable commu-
nities in Côte d’Ivoire are disproportionately affected by climate change. These 
communities often live in areas that are more exposed to climate hazards, such as 
coastal areas and floodplains. Additionally, these communities often have fewer 
resources to adapt to the impacts of climate change. Climate justice is concerned 
with the fair distribution of the benefits and burdens of climate change. Côte d’Ivoire 
has a history of environmental injustice, with its forests being depleted by logging 
and industrial agriculture often at the expense of local communities [22]. This has 
contributed to climate change and made it more difficult for Côte d’Ivoire to achieve 
carbon neutrality. Achieving carbon neutrality in Côte d’Ivoire will require a con-
certed effort from the government, the private sector, and civil society. It is im-
portant to ensure that the transition to a low-carbon economy is fair and equitable, 
and that the poorest and most vulnerable communities are not disproportionately 
burdened by the costs of transition. Here are some specific challenges that Côte 
d’Ivoire faces in achieving carbon neutrality. In the field of high cost of renewable 
energy, we notice that renewable energy technologies are often more expensive 
than traditional fossil fuel technologies. This situation can make it difficult for Côte 
d’Ivoire to invest in renewable energy on a large scale [23]. 

Limited access to finance is another challenge for this country. In fact, Côte 
d’Ivoire is a developing country with limited access to finance. This makes it difficult 
to raise the capital needed to invest in renewable energy and other low-carbon tech-
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nologies. It’s good to notify the lack of capacity, which puts Côte d’Ivoire in lack the 
technical and institutional capacity to implement a low-carbon transition.  

This could include a lack of trained personnel and a lack of supportive policies 
and regulations. The transition to a low-carbon economy could have social and 
economic impacts, such as job losses in the fossil fuel sector. It is important to 
address these impacts in a fair and equitable manner. Despite the challenges, Côte 
d’Ivoire [24] has a number of opportunities to achieve carbon neutrality. The coun-
try has abundant renewable energy resources, such as solar and hydroelectric power 
[25]. Additionally, the country’s economy is growing rapidly, which presents op-
portunities for investment in low-carbon technologies. Here are some specific 
steps that Côte d’Ivoire can take to achieve carbon neutrality: 

Côte d’Ivoire can invest in renewable energy projects, such as solar and hydro-
electric power plants. This will help to reduce the country’s reliance on fossil fuels 
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The country has to promote sustainable 
agriculture. Côte d’Ivoire can promote sustainable agricultural practices, such as 
agroforestry and water conservation. This will help to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions from the agricultural sector and build resilience to climate change.  

Furthermore, it’s important to protect and restore forests in Côte d’Ivoire. This 
restoration can play an important role in absorbing carbon dioxide from the at-
mosphere. Côte d’Ivoire can develop and implement a national climate change 
adaptation plan to help the country cope with the impacts of climate change. In 
this perspective, Côte d’Ivoire has to ensure that the benefits of carbon neutrality 
are shared equitably. This means that the benefits of carbon neutrality have to be 
shared equitably by designing policies and programs that specifically benefit the 
poorest and most vulnerable communities in this country. Achieving carbon neu-
trality in Côte d’Ivoire will require a concerted effort from all stakeholders. How-
ever, by taking the necessary steps, Côte d’Ivoire can achieve a low-carbon future 
that is fair and equitable for all Ivoirians. The challenges of climate change and 
justice make it difficult for Côte d’Ivoire to achieve carbon neutrality. 

The country needs to invest in renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, and 
forest protection. However, these investments can be expensive and difficult to 
finance. Additionally, Côte d’Ivoire needs to ensure that the benefits of carbon 
neutrality are shared equitably, and that the poorest and most vulnerable commu-
nities are not disproportionately burdened by the costs of transition. Climate 
change and justice are real challenges to carbon neutrality in Côte d’Ivoire. How-
ever, the country has a number of opportunities to achieve a low-carbon future 
that is fair and equitable for all Ivoirians. By taking the necessary steps, Côte d’Ivoire 
can set an example for other developing countries on how to transition to a sus-
tainable economy. 

3.2. ECOWAS Regional Climate Strategy: An Opportunity in 
Achieving Climate Justice Challenge and Carbon  
Neutrality in Côte d’Ivoire 

The ECOWAS Regional Climate Strategy is a framework for addressing the cli-
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mate crisis in West Africa. It aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, build re-
silience to climate change impacts, and promote sustainable development. The 
ERCS identifies several key areas where action is needed. In fact, in the field of 
energy, the ERCS calls for a transition to renewable energy sources, such as solar 
and wind power. This would help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and im-
prove energy security [26]. Concerning the agriculture field, the ERCS calls for 
sustainable agricultural practices that reduce emissions and build resilience to cli-
mate change impacts. This could include measures such as agroforestry, water 
conservation, and sustainable grazing practices. In addition, the forestry field, the 
ERCS calls for the protection and restoration of forests, which play an important 
role in absorbing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere [27]. Finally, in the Coastal 
areas, the ERCS calls for adaptation measures to protect coastal communities from 
the impacts of sea level rise and storm surges. 

Côte d’Ivoire has here a real opportunity to make significant progress on cli-
mate justice and carbon neutrality by contributing to the implementation of the 
ERCS [28] in his national norms. The country has abundant renewable energy 
resources, such as solar and hydropower. It also has a large agricultural sector that 
could be made more sustainable. Côte d’Ivoire’s forests are also important for car-
bon sequestration and biodiversity conservation [29]. 

The specific ways that Côte d’Ivoire can contribute to the implementation of 
the ERCS by investing in renewable energy: Côte d’Ivoire has the potential to be-
come a leader in renewable energy production. The government can support the 
development of renewable energy projects by providing tax breaks and other in-
centives to investors, promote sustainable agriculture: The government can pro-
mote sustainable agricultural practices by providing training to farmers and provid-
ing subsidies for sustainable inputs, such as organic fertilizers [30]. 

The government can protect and restore forests by establishing protected areas 
and by working with communities to develop sustainable forest management prac-
tice. In addition, the government can help communities to adapt to climate change 
by investing in infrastructure such as seawalls and drainage systems, also provide 
training to communities on how to cope with extreme weather events such as 
droughts and floods. By taking these steps, Côte d’Ivoire can make a significant 
contribution to the implementation of the ERCS and help to achieve climate jus-
tice and carbon neutrality in West Africa [31]. In addition to the above, Côte 
d’Ivoire can also play a leadership role in promoting climate justice and carbon 
neutrality in West Africa by sharing its experiences and best practices with other 
countries in the region. Côte d’Ivoire [32] has already made significant progress 
on climate action, and its experiences can be valuable to other countries in the 
region. 

The government can protect and restore forests by establishing protected areas 
and by working with communities to develop sustainable forest management 
practice [33]. In addition, the government can help communities to adapt to cli-
mate change by investing in infrastructure such as seawalls and drainage systems, 
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also provide training to communities on how to cope with extreme weather events 
such as droughts and floods. By taking these steps, Côte d’Ivoire can make a sig-
nificant contribution to the implementation of the ERCS and help to achieve cli-
mate justice and carbon neutrality in West Africa [34]. In addition to the above, 
Côte d’Ivoire can also play a leadership role in promoting climate justice and car-
bon neutrality in West Africa by sharing its experiences and best practices with 
other countries in the region. Côte d’Ivoire has already made significant progress 
on climate action, and its experiences can be valuable to other countries in the 
region [35]. 

In the field of Energy, Côte d’Ivoire can develop a national renewable energy 
plan that sets ambitious targets for the development of solar, wind, and hydro-
power [36]. It can also support the development of mini-grids in rural areas. Mini-
grids can provide reliable and affordable electricity to rural communities that are 
not connected to the national grid, Invest in energy efficiency measures. Here, 
Côte d’Ivoire can invest in energy efficiency measures, such as improving insula-
tion in buildings and using more efficient appliances [37]. In Agriculture sector 
the country can promote agroforestry. In fact, agroforestry is a land management 
practice that combines trees and shrubs with crops and it can help to reduce green-
house gas emissions, improve soil fertility, and increase crop yields [38]. Côte 
d’Ivoire can support the development of sustainable irrigation practices. This can 
help farmers to reduce their water consumption and improve their yields. Côte 
d’Ivoire can invest in research and development of climate-smart agricultural 
practices that can help farmers to adapt to climate change [39]. In the forestry 
sector, Côte d’Ivoire can strengthen its forest protection laws and enforcement to 
deter illegal logging and deforestation. In this country, community-based forest 
management can help to ensure that forests are managed sustainably for the ben-
efit of local communities. And Côte d’Ivoire can invest in forest restoration to help 
to restore degraded forests and sequester carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 
[40]. 

The ECOWAS Regional Climate Strategy presents a significant opportunity for 
Côte d’Ivoire and the region as a whole to address the challenges of climate change 
and work towards carbon neutrality [41]. This strategy provides a framework for 
coordinated efforts among ECOWAS member states to mitigate climate change, 
protect vulnerable populations, and foster sustainable development. By leveraging 
the resources and expertise of multiple stakeholders, this strategy can help to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions, increase renewable energy, and promote adapta-
tion measures that address the specific needs of the communities in Côte d’Ivoire. 
In this way, the ECOWAS Regional Climate Strategy can help to promote climate 
justice and ensure a more sustainable and equitable future for Ivoirians [42]. 

These legal international documents can be translating into action for balancing 
carbon neutrality and social justice in Côte d’Ivoire. This process can include im-
plementation of renewable energy projects that contribute to reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions while providing access to affordable and clean energy, benefiting 
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both the environment and marginalized communities. Côte d’Ivoire have to seri-
ously promote gender equality and women’s empowerment in climate mitigation 
and adaptation strategies, ensuring that women have equal access to resources and 
decision-making processes [43]. Implementation of community-based initiatives 
that address both climate change and social issues, such as reforestation programs 
that create employment opportunities for local communities while contributing 
to carbon sequestration [44]. It is important to note that while these legal docu-
ments provide a framework, their implementation and effectiveness depend on 
various factors, including political will, financial resources, and capacity-building 
efforts [45]. 

4. Conclusions 

While Côte d’Ivoire and other West African countries are taking steps to address 
climate change, there are challenges and opportunities that need to be considered 
[46]. The ECOWAS Regional Climate Strategy, for example, has been praised for 
creating a platform for political coalition-building on climate justice and adapta-
tion financing. However, it has also been criticized for not positioning West Africa 
as a hub for advancing research, science, and technological innovation to tackle 
climate change [41]. To achieve a just energy transition in Africa, it is important 
to consider the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, which takes 
into account past emissions and how they shape future emission trajectories. Af-
rica, with its low historical and current carbon emission share, should not be de-
nied the “carbon space” to develop its economies [16]. 

True climate justice suggests that Africa is owed almost ten times as much as 
the global climate finance it has received in recent years. Related Summary of lat-
est IPCC report Climate resilient development Africa fact sheet in its updated 
NDC, Côte d’Ivoire commits to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 30.41% 
by 2030 relative to business as usual, or 98.95% with international support [47]. 
With additional mitigation measures in the Food and Land Use sector and the 
inclusion of new greenhouse gases, Côte d’Ivoire significantly raises its climate 
ambition, resolutely committing to carbon neutrality from 2030 [48]. In terms of 
adaptation, the country aims to reduce vulnerabilities and increase climate resili-
ence across five priority sectors: agriculture, food and land use, water, health, and 
coastal zones. Also, the updated NDC considers cross-cutting aspects including 
green jobs and just transition, gender, local authorities, and short-lived climate 
pollutants and will be implemented based on an investment plan to increase cli-
mate finance flows [29]. Partnerships, Monitoring and Evaluation Plans, as well 
as a communication strategy, will also be used to further develop an enabling en-
vironment for climate actions. 
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